Axon sparing lesions of the medial preoptic area block female sexual behavior.
The role of the medial preoptic area (mPOA) in regulating female musk shrew sexual behavior was assessed with excitatory neurotoxin, N-methyl-D-aspartate (NMDA) lesions. Ovariectomized, testosterone-implanted females that received lesions in the mPOA were statistically less likely to show complete sex behavior as compared to controls. These data suggest that the mPOA plays an activational role in testosterone-induced female sexual behavior.